Krutch Land to be Built Up: Krutch Land to House Medical Complex
by Tony Davis

in Tucson Citizen newspaper April 17, 1984
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Krutch land to be built up

Late naturalist’s home to become a medical complex
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The Krutch property on May 20, 2021, at 5099 E Grant Road, Tucson:

Inside, there is indeed an atrium as mentioned in the 1984 news article; but no memorial or
plaque dedicated to Joseph Wood Krutch could be found.
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Not everyone agrees that The Atrium is a good place for a memorial to Joseph Wood Krutch.
English professor Robert Rowley wrote in The American Scholar in 1995 that he thought The

Atrium, "with its lush interior garden, is hardly the spot for a memorial to a man who came to
revere the austerity of the Sonoran Desert:”

Joseph Wood Krutch died on May 22, 1970,

Unlike Thoreau, whose Walden still re-
mains, no evidence exists at the site of
Krutch's former residence to suggest that he
ever lived on a five-acre parcel of Sonoran
Desert near the intersection of Grant Road
and Swan. His modest, mortar-washed brick
home was torn down vears ago, replaced by
the buildings of modern “progress” that m the
latter vears of his life he had come so much to
despise. Here is a volcanized sione mall, the
Crossroads Festival Center—an example of ar-
chitecture unfit for the desert envirorment.
Here, too, is the Hotel Park Tucson, a gigantic
complex catering to convention visitors. Be-
tween the two buildings is another—The
Atrium—a gray concrete box with rows of mir-
ror windows that reflect the desert sky. The
Atrium stands at the southern end of Krutch’s
old property. The owners of The Atrium were
to commemorate Joseph Wood Kruich by
erecting a plaque in his honor. No such
plaque has ever gone up. This is probably for
the best, since The Atrium, with its lush inte-
rior garden, is hardly the spot for a memorial
to a man who came to revere the austerity of
the Sonoran Desert.

Professor Robert Rowley may have a valid point. But it seems to me that to leave the estimable
Joseph Wood Krutch’s residence without any commemoration is wrong. There is a Joseph
Wood Krutch Cactus Garden at the University of Arizona, but typically writers are
commemorated “in place” - particularly when they wrote about that “place” as a core of their
writing. It is indeed an irony that most of the places that Joseph Wood Krutch wrote about
have been paved over, channelized, turned into what he called “sloburbs.” But if we don’t have
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any way of keeping that memory alive, we will not have a any way of comparing what
“progress” gives us with what the past had provided.

The Atrium has a tiny outdoor cactus garden at its pedestrian entry way. Perhaps this would
be a better location for a commemorative plaque or information sign out Joseph Wood Krutch,
his writings, and his celebration of the Sonoran Desert:
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